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                   Prevention and Wellness Program
   
              $950 million was included for the Center for Disease Control for evidence based clinical and community prevention and wellness programs
   
         Description:      U.S.  Department of Health and Human Services
   
         Type:      Competitive Grants
   
         Purpose:      To support state and local efforts to fight preventable chronic diseases and infectious diseases.
   
         Description:      Funds will be used to carry out evidenced based clinical and community-based prevention and wellness strategies and public health workforce development activities, including immunization programs and state efforts to reduce healthcare-related infections.  The Department has not decided which agencies will take the lead but the CDC is likely to be central to these efforts.  
   
         Website:      http://www.cdc.gov/
   
              http://www.hhs.gov/
   
              
   
              Comparative Effectiveness Health Research
   
              $1.1 billion was included for HHS, the Agency on Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), and NIH
   
         Office:      Agency on Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) and National Institutes of Health (NIH)
   
         Agency:      U.S.  Department of Health and Human Services
   
         Type:      Competitive Grants
   
         Purpose:      To compare the effectiveness of different medical treatments.
   
         Description:      This funding will be used to conduct or support research to evaluate and compare clinical outcomes, effectiveness, risk, and benefits of two or more medical treatments and services that address a particular medical condition.  This research will not be used to mandate coverage decisions or impose &quot;one-size-fits-all&quot; medicine on patients.  It will be designed to enable medical professionals and patients improve treatment.  $300 million will be administered by AHRQ, $400 million will be transferred to NIH, and $400 million will be allocated at the discretion of the Secretary of HHS. 
   
         Website:      http://www.ahrq.gov/
   
              http://www.nih.gov/
   
         Phone:      (301) 427-1364 (AHRQ)
   
              
   
              Health Information Technology Grants
   
              $2 billion was included for discretionary grants to promote the adoption and use of interoperable health information technology (HIT)
   
         Office:      Office of the National Coordinator of Health Information Technology, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, CDC, and Indian Health Service/States or State-Designated Entities 
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         Agency:      U.S.  Department of Health and Human Services
   
         Type:      Competitive Grants
   
         Purpose:      To promote the use and exchange of electronic health information in a manner consistent with the Office of the National Coordinator of Health Information Technology's strategic plan. To award planning and implementation grants to states or qualified state-designated entities to facilitate and expand electronic health information exchange. To award grants to states or Indian tribes to establish loan programs for health care providers to purchase certified electronic health record technology, train personnel in the use of such technology, and improve the secure electronic exchange of health information. To provide financial assistance to universities to establish or expand medical informatics programs.
   
         Description:      To authorize the Office of the National Coordinator of Health Information Technology in order to promote the use and exchange of electronic health information.
   
         Website:      http://www.hhs.gov/healthit/     
         Phone:      (877) 696-6775 (HHS)
   
              
   
              Health Information Technology Improvements
   
              $17 billion was included to improve investments and incentives through Medicare and Medicaid to ensure widespread adoption and use of interoperable health information technology (HIT)
   
         Administrator:     Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
   
         Agency:      Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
   
         Description:      Provides incentives for the early adoption and use of interoperable HIT to Medicare and Medicaid providers and penalties in future years for providers not demonstrating meaningful use of Electronic Health Records.
   
         Purpose:      Provides eligible professionals who show meaningful use of an Electronic Health Record (EHR) in 2011 or 2012 with incentive payments of $18,000 in the first year. Payment adjustments for eligible professionals not demonstrating meaningful use of an EHR would begin in 2015. Provides eligible hospitals (including Critical Access Hospitals) with incentive payments starting in Fiscal Year 2011 and payments adjustments for hospitals not demonstrating meaningful use of an EHR in Fiscal Year 2015.
   
         Website:      www.cms.hhs.gov     
              http://www.cms.hhs.gov/RegionalOffices/Downloads/Boston%20Regi
onal%20Office.pdf     
         Phone:      1-800-MEDICARE
   
              (617) 565-1188 (Region I CMS Office)
   
              
   
              COBRA Continuation Coverage
   
              $24.7 billion was included for COBRA Continuation Coverage
   
         Office:      Group Health Plan
   
         Agency:      Department of Labor (Regulatory)
   
         Type:      Mandatory Spending
   
         Purpose:      To provide individuals and their families with a premium subsidy of 65 percent (65%) of the COBRA continuation premiums for a maximum of 9 months of coverage only with respect to involuntary terminations that occurs on or after September 1, 2008, and before January 1, 2010.  The full premium subsidy is limited by a taxpayer's adjusted gross income (AGI), $125,000 for individuals and $250,000 for joint filers and is phased out for individuals with an AGI between $125,000 and $145,000 and families with an AGI between $250,000 and $290,000.  It provides a special 60-day election period for a qualified beneficiary who is eligible for a subsidized premium and who has not elected COBRA continuation coverage as of the date of enactment or who is no longer enrolled on the date of enactment, for example, because the beneficiary was unable to continue paying the premium.
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         Description:      Recession-related job loss threatens health coverage for many families.   This provision is intended to provide targeted assistance to individuals and families who have been involuntarily terminated to enable them to afford premium payments for health insurance coverage under COBRA.  The Joint Committee on Taxation estimates that this provision would help 7 million people maintain their health insurance by providing a vital bridge for workers who have been forced out of their jobs in this recession.
   
         Website:      http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/health-plans/cobra.htm     
         Phone:      1-866-4-USA-DOL
   
              
   
              Rural Community Facilities
$130 million was included for the Rural Community Facilities program     
         Agency:      U.S.  Department of Agriculture - State Rural Development Office
   
         Type:      Competitive Grants
   
         Description:      Funds to support grants and loans to rural areas for critical community facilities, such as for healthcare, education, fire and rescue, day care, community centers, and libraries.
   
         Website:      http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/cf/cp.htm  (National)
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/VT/  (Vermont)
   
         Phone:        (802) 828-6011 (USDA- Rural Development, Montpelier Office)
   
              
   
              NIH Challenge Grants in Health and Science Research
$200 million was included for the NIH Challenge Grant program     
         Agency:      National Institutes of Health - Office of Extramural Research
   
         Type:      Competitive Grants 
   
         Description:      Funds will support research on specific scientific and health research
challenges that will benefit from significant 2-year jumpstart funds     
         Website:      http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/challenge_award/     
         Email:      OER-ARRA@mail.nih.gov     
         Phone:      301-435-0714 (NIH Grants Information)
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